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Intercropping (Dutch: mengteelt)

ÁCultivation of more than one crop in one field at the
same time

ÁProduces on average 20% more yield per unit area

ÁHas on average 30% less pest and disease severity

ÁHas higher root mass and thereby increases soil organic
matter content

ÁImportant agronomic advantages !



Intercropping and crop/tree mixture along the Yellow River in Gansu, China (photo: Li Long)



Ecological processes in agro-ecosystems and 
landscapes ςimportance for and of family 
farms









Wheat - maize

Thereis an incrediblediversityof systems

Photo: Zhang Fusuo



Wheat - Soybean

There is an incredible diversity of systems



Maize - potato

There is an incredible diversity of systems


